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There are two forms of divine service in the New Apostolic
Church: the divine service [with dispensation of Sacrament(s)]
and the word service [without dispensation of Sacraments].
Both forms are also applied in divine services which take 
place on special occasions. This special issue presents the
sequences in a word service, the various special services, and
the prayer service.

Divine service

Divine service with sacramental acts

The focal points of the divine service with dispensation of Sac-
rament(s) are proclamation of the word and administration of
Sacraments. Conducting a divine service with sacramental acts
requires a priestly ministry. All information concerning the se-
quence of a divine service is already present in the special issue
Liturgy of the Divine Services in the New Apostolic Church –
Volume 1. Dispensation of Sacraments as well as confirmation
and adoption are carried out in a divine service. 

Word service

Divine service without sacramental acts

The word service has one focal point: proclamation of the word.
Celebration of Holy Communion, and additional administration
of Sacraments does not take place. Word services can be held
for ministration to and soul-care of certain circles or for special
occasions (e.g. divine service for seniors). Only those who bear
a spiritual ministry are authorised to conduct a word service;
this also includes Deacons. 

If a priestly minister is unavailable, Deacons can conduct word
services at the regular time of a divine service. This should not
take place without previous agreement with the Deacon con-
cerned and the responsible Apostle. If the priestly minister un-
expectedly does not arrive for the divine service, a Deacon
should conduct a word service.
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Acts can be carried out by a priestly minister in divine services
as well as in word services. Although a Deacon can dispense
the benediction, he does not carry out any further acts of 
blessing.

In a word service there are no Holy Communion chalices on the
altar. The officiant assumes his position behind the altar during
the opening hymn.

The word service has the following sequence:

� Opening invocation (– pause in speaking)
� Opening prayer
� Reading of specified Bible text
� Hymn (choir or congregation hymn)
� Sermon based on the Divine Service Guide
� Musical contribution when calling assistant
� Continuation of sermon (optional)
� Musical contribution following the sermon part 

(optional)
� Introductory words prior to the Lord’s Prayer
� Lord’s Prayer
� Closing prayer
� Trinitarian benediction
� Threefold “Amen” sung by congregation
� Final musical contribution

If requested or necessary, Deacons can fill out the sermon part
by reading the “Elaboration” section for the particular day in the
Divine Service Guide. The word service should not last longer
than 45 minutes.

Word service with “receipt of Holy Communion"

If it can be expected that divine services will not take place over
a longer period, and that only word services can be held by
Deacons, the Apostle can decree that “receipt of Holy Com-
munion” can be made possible at appropriate intervals. Since a
priestly minister is not present, only the receipt and partaking of
consecrated wafers (communion) takes place. Further infor-
mation can be found later under “Prayer service with receipt of
Holy Communion” (page 23).  

5
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Divine service for the departed

Divine service with intercessory prayer or administration
of the Sacraments for the departed

The sequence of a divine service for the departed corresponds
to that of a divine service with dispensation of Sacrament(s).
Following the celebration of Holy Communion, the congrega-
tion is prepared for an intercessory prayer for the souls of the
departed. This can have the following content:

Thanksgiving,
� that, through Jesus’ sacrifice, unredeemed souls in the

beyond can also receive grace and salvation,
� that the souls are now united in fellowship with Jesus

Christ and His congregation through receipt of the
Sacraments and are strengthened therein, 

� that access to the kingdom of God and to eternal life is
also open to them. 

Intercession for unredeemed souls,
� that they may receive strength to approach the Lord with

trust and in humility and not be kept back by anything,
� that they may have a longing for God’s mercy and the

Sacraments,
� that God may grant them all His love and attention.

Administration of the Sacraments for the departed takes place
in divine services held by the Chief Apostle and the District
Apostles or by Apostles commissioned by them. If the Sacra-
ments are administered, the Holy Communion chalices on the
altar remain uncovered until these acts are completed.

The intercessory prayer as well as administration of
Sacraments should be introduced and concluded by musical
contributions. The two ministers who receive the Sacraments
as proxies for the departed souls step forward before the pre-
liminary musical contribution and remain standing with the offi-
ciant until the end of the concluding musical contribution. 

6
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Following the musical contribution and the introductory words
of the officiant, the congregation is asked to rise for the subse-
quent administration of Sacraments. The officiant takes the
sacramental vessel and carries out the respective sacramental
act. The congregation remains standing for the concluding mu-
sical contribution and the replacing of the lids on the chalices. 

Additional acts may follow or the divine service is concluded
with the closing prayer and the benediction.

7
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Dedication service 

Divine service with dedication of a church / place of 
worship

A dedication should be performed if a church or other place of
worship is continuously used for divine services and if the altar
is in its permanent place. This can take place at the time of a
regularly scheduled divine service or at another time. As a rule,
a dedication should be conducted by the responsible Apostle or
Bishop. The Apostle may delegate the dedication to other
priestly ministers.

The sequence of a dedication service follows the liturgy of a 
divine service, and therefore with celebration of Holy Commun-
ion. The opening Trinitarian formula and the opening prayer are
followed by additional liturgical parts.

The dedication service has the following sequence:

� Opening invocation (– pause in speaking)
� Opening prayer
� Reading of Bible text (this can also be carried out 

following the act of dedication)
� Hymn (choir or congregation hymn)
� Introductory words of the officiant (brief chronicle,

thanks for the new church)
� Act of dedication. The congregation rises for this. The

act of dedication commences with the opening Trinitarian
formula and with the gesture of blessing (extended arms
as during the benediction):

8

� “In the name of God, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, I dedicate this place as a house of God.”

This can be followed by words to the effect:
� May the peace of the Most High dwell in this place. 
� It is dedicated as a place for the work of the Holy

Spirit. 
� It is the place where the bridal congregation will be

prepared for the return of Christ.
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The act of dedication is concluded with “Amen". Eyes can
remain open during the act. 

� Musical contribution
� Reading of Bible text (if not already done following the

opening prayer). The congregation rises for this. 
� Possibly reading of passage from the Bible (if the

dedication takes place on a Christian holy day)
� Remaining sequence of divine service liturgy
� Possibly official speeches following the closing prayer

and the threefold “Amen” (see below)

Ceremonial act supplementary to the dedication

Ceremonial acts can be held before or after the dedication 
service. The official speech by the officiant can be followed by
further contributions, e.g. by the architect, representatives of
other churches, or local officials. A brief chronicle of the con-
gregation can also be read. All official speeches are made in
front of or beside the altar.

If a separate ceremonial act is not envisaged, official speeches
can be carried out in the same manner in the dedication service
following the benediction.

9

� May the Lord grant this place His protection and
blessing. 
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Decommissioning service 

Divine service with decommissioning of a church / place
of worship

Dedicated churches and places of worship which are no longer
used should be decommissioned. Decommissioning takes
place during a divine service. The final divine service should
normally be conducted by the responsible Apostle or Bishop.
The Apostle can delegate the decommissioning to other priest-
ly ministers.

The rector or another minister can read from the congregation’s
chronicle prior to the closing prayer. The focal point can be on
significant events in the congregation’s history, including par-
ticularly noteworthy divine services and acts. In addition, refer-
ence can be made to the regular celebration of Holy Commun-
ion, to acts of Baptism and Holy Sealing, and to ordinations
which took place in the building.

At the beginning or end of the chronicle, the officiant should
express thanks for the wide scope of work carried out and the
willingness of brothers and sisters to make sacrifices.

The ratification of ministers from the congregation can take
place in the decommissioning service or in the first divine ser-
vice in the new congregation. The ratification should preferably
be carried out in the presence of the receiving congregation.

This is followed by the closing prayer which should include the
following points:

� Thanks that the congregation was able to gather in this
building, and that it was always a place of refuge from
everyday cares and burdens.

� Thanksgiving for the presence of the Triune God in word,
Sacrament, and blessing.

� Plea for preservation of the faith of the brothers and
sisters and for their protection in their new congregation.

The closing prayer is concluded by “Amen”. This is followed by
the decommissioning with words to the following effect:

10
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“In the name of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, I
decommission this place of worship. Henceforth, it is no longer
a place where the Holy Spirit is active. May the peace of God
continue to guide the congregation on their way. Amen.”

The decommissioning is carried out in prayer – without the ges-
ture of blessing. This is directly followed by the benediction and
the threefold “Amen”.

If it is a regional custom, ministers can carry the Bible (symbol
of God’s word) and the Holy Communion chalices (symbol of
the Sacraments) out of the place of worship following the final
musical contribution.

11
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Wedding service 

Word service with act of blessing – in this case, a wedding
blessing

The wedding service is a separately scheduled word service. It
should preferably be held in a church or at a worthy place of
worship at which divine services or devotionals take place, and
should not last longer than 45 minutes. If the bridal couple de-
sires the celebration of Holy Communion during their wedding,
reference should be made to a wedding during a divine service
on Sunday or weekday. 

Following entrance of the bride and groom (either together, or
first the groom with the officiant, followed by the bride and her
father, with both entrances accompanied by music), the subse-
quent sequence is that of a word service:

� Opening hymn
� Opening invocation (– pause in speaking)
� Opening prayer
� Reading of Bible text
� Musical contribution
� Sermon (where local custom)
� Possibly further musical contribution
� Address to the bridal couple
� Civil marriage, if applicable
� Officiant’s question or individual vows of the bridal

couple
� Exchange of rings, if applicable
� Wedding blessing
� Conveyance of greeting word / congratulations /

prayer by clergyman of a different Christian confes-
sion if applicable

� Musical contribution
� Closing prayer
� Benediction

The congregation rises and remains standing for the prayers,
the officiant’s question or the vows of the bridal couple, the
exchange of rings, and the wedding blessing. For the bride and

12
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groom’s entry the congregation rises. For the congregational
singing it follows the officiant’s lead.

Officiant’s question in the case of a civil marriage 
conducted by the Church

If the civil marriage is also conducted by the Church, the cou-
ple’s marriage vow is taken following the officiant’s address and
prior to the wedding blessing. The questions put to the bridal
couple depend on the respective statutory requirements. Fol-
lowing agreement by the bridal couple, the officiant declares
them, as a result of his civil authority, as a lawfully married cou-
ple.

This is then followed either by the officiant’s questions or the
respective vows of the couple. 

Questions put to the bridal couple prior to the wedding
blessing

Prior to the blessing, the bride and groom are asked by the offi-
ciant for their “Yes”. The couple can be asked these questions
individually or jointly, depending on regional custom. The ques-
tions asked of the bride and groom should have the following
content: 

Is the bridegroom and is the bride willing to

� recognise the man or woman at their side as a gift of
God,

� stand together for better or for worse and remain faithful
to each other, as long as they live,

� treat each other with love and esteem, and lead their
lives according to God’s commandments.

Following their “Yes”, the officiant dispenses the wedding bless-
ing. 

Individual vows of the bridal couple prior to the wedding
blessing

As an alternative to being asked by the officiant, the bridal cou-

13

DSG_SN_03_13_KOR_Liturgie  27.03.13  10:13  Seite 13



ple may, prior to the blessing, take individual vows by repeating
a text read to them by the officiant or by themselves: 

“I, (name of the groom), recognise you, (name of the bride), as
a gift from God / 
and vow, before God and this congregation /
to love and remain faithful to you, for better or for worse. /
In our marriage, I will lead my life according to the command-
ments of God, / 
look up to you with esteem, and support you – /
as long as I shall live. /
So help me God! Amen.” 

This is followed by the corresponding vow by the bride:

“I, (name of the bride), recognise you, (name of the groom), as
a gift from God / 
and vow, before God and this congregation /
to love and remain faithful to you, for better or for worse. /
In our marriage, I will lead my life according to the command-
ments of God, / 
look up to you with esteem, and support you – /
as long as I shall live. /
So help me God! Amen.” 

This is then followed by the wedding blessing. 

Exchange of rings by the bridal couple

If the bridal couple wishes to exchange rings, the officiant asks
them, after their “Yes” or their vow and before the wedding
blessing, to exchange the rings. No words accompany this act.
Depending on local tradition, the exchange of rings can also be
carried out prior to the vows or the civil marriage.

Short intermediate prayer (optional)

The wedding blessing

The officiant grants the wedding blessing by placing his hand
on the extended rights hands of the bridal couple and speaking
words to the following effect:

14
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“Receive the divine blessing for your matrimony in the name of
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

This is followed by further wishes using approximately the 
wording:

� May God, your Father and Creator, accompany you
through life and grant you protection, sustenance, and
assistance.

� May God, the Son, who is your Redeemer, lead you to
eternal life.

� May God, the Holy Spirit, guide you and grant you 
wisdom.

� May the Triune God strengthen you in your love and 
loyalty to each other.

� The peace of the Risen One be with you!

The wedding blessing is concluded by “Amen”. The officiant
then congratulates the newly married couple.

On the request of couples belonging to different confessions, a
clergyman of the confession of the non-New Apostolic partner
can speak words of greeting and blessing or a prayer, and con-
gratulate the couple. However, a joint or additional wedding
blessing does not take place. The clergyman’s contribution is
made in front of the altar.

The wedding service is concluded by a closing prayer, benedic-
tion, and threefold “Amen".

A wider scope of music is possible for weddings. All musical
contributions must correspond to the Guidelines for Music in
the New Apostolic Church. It may be appropriate to consult the
district musical advisor when planning the wedding.

Requests for an officiant from outside the District Apostle area
are not normally granted.

15
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Funeral service 

Word service in the case of a death

A funeral service can take place at the cemetery, in one of our
churches, at a funeral parlour, or at the home of the family. The
sequence of the “funeral service” corresponds to that of a word
service. The sequence is the same for burials or cremations.
The service can take place directly associated with the inter-
ment, or on a separate occasion.

The sermon can include references to the departed’s life, or a
short résumé can be read. 

Following the sermon, the surrendering of the body and the
blessing take place. As a rule, both should be carried out at the
interment because the words with which the body is surren-
dered can be associated with the visible act. If the interment
takes place without a minister or body (e.g. in the case of miss-
ing persons, death abroad, or donation of the body for scienti-
fic purposes), surrendering of the body and the blessing take
place during the funeral service. 

The liturgical text for surrendering of the body is: 

“I now return the transitory body to the earth with the words:
Earth to earth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes. Soul and spirit,
however, I commend to the love of Jesus Christ who shall
guard over it until the resurrection to eternal life.”

This formulation applies to funerals of all types. The blessing is
administered directly after this with the gesture of blessing (ex-
tended arms): 

“The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in from
this time forth, and even forevermore. Amen” (Psalm 121: 8).

The liturgical texts for surrendering of the body and the bless-
ing are valid.

16
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This can be followed by the Lord’s Prayer. Holy Communion is
not celebrated. This is followed by the closing prayer and bene-
diction. The funeral service itself is concluded with the threefold
“Amen” sung by the congregation. 

For the prayers and the surrendering of the body the congrega-
tion stands. For the congregational singing it follows the offici-
ant’s lead. 

Eulogies, which are common in certain regions, can be incor-
porated into the funeral service, preferably following the bene-
diction. If necessary, an appropriate lectern should be provided.

Interment at a later point in time

If the interment does not take place at the same time as the
funeral service, and if spiritual support is requested, it has the
following sequence (identical for burials or cremations):

� Musical contribution if applicable
� Opening invocation (– pause in speaking)
� Opening prayer
� Musical contribution if applicable
� Short address
� Surrendering of the body
� Blessing
� Lord’s Prayer if applicable
� Closing prayer and benediction

The congregation answers with a single “Amen”.
� Eulogy (optional)
� Musical contribution if applicable

The address to the mourners can have the following contents:
being sheltered through God’s grace, Christ’s return, resurrec-
tion of the dead, seeing each other again, eternal life. 

Depending on local tradition, the Lord’s Prayer can also be said
at a different point during the funeral service or interment.

17
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Ministration visit

Administration of Sacraments and/or act of blessing at
home

A ministration visit is understood to be the administration of
Sacraments or acts of blessing at home. This is carried out by
priestly ministries. A principle of the ministration visit is that it is
carried out as far as possible in the sequence usual in divine
services. 

If sacraments are administered, this is done in a form corre-
sponding to the liturgy of a divine service. All formulations
should be used as in divine services. 

If acts of blessing are carried out, this is also done in a manner
similar to that in a divine service, where either the sequence of
a divine service or word service should be chosen.

The ministration visit begins with an address which, e.g. when
visiting the sick, can include a few thoughts from the sermon in
the last divine service. The address takes the place of the ser-
mon of a divine service.

18
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Sequence of ministration visit with dispensation of Sacraments

The address, the opening Trinitarian formula, and the opening
prayer (which is concluded by “Amen") are followed by the
Lord’s Prayer, the absolution, and the Eucharistic prayer. This is
then followed by Holy Baptism or Holy Sealing. Holy Commun-
ion is subsequently celebrated in the usual manner including
the visible uncovering of the chalice. The ministration visit is
concluded by the closing prayer and benediction.

Summary of sequence:

� Address
� Opening invocation (– pause in speaking)
� Opening prayer
� Short preparation for sacrament part if applicable 
� Lord’s Prayer
� Absolution
� Eucharistic prayer
� Holy Baptism / Holy Sealing if applicable
� Celebration of Holy Communion
� Closing prayer / benediction

Those present answer with a single “Amen".

If a dignified celebration of Holy Communion is not possible
because of the environment (for example a hospital room), the
opening prayer can be directly followed by the absolution, and a
previously consecrated wafer can be served with the normal
wording. The closing prayer and benediction then complete the
ministration visit.

If, because of the setting, it is not even possible to pray, the sac-
ramental part of the ministration visit can be limited to proc-
lamation of the absolution and serving of the consecrated wafer.

Consecrated wafers can be taken for such cases from the open
chalices after Holy Communion in a divine service, or separate-
ly consecrated for this purpose.

19
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Sequence of ministration visit with acts of blessing

The address, the opening Trinitarian formula, and the opening
prayer (which is concluded by “Amen") are followed by the act
of blessing (prenatal blessing, wedding, wedding anniversary).
The ministration visit is concluded by the closing prayer and
benediction.

If the recipient wishes, acts of blessing can be accompanied by
celebration of Holy Communion. 

Summary of sequence:

� Address
� Opening invocation (– pause in speaking)
� Opening prayer
� Short preparation for sacrament part or act of 

blessing if applicable
� Lord’s Prayer if applicable
� Absolution if applicable
� Eucharistic prayer if applicable
� Holy Baptism / Holy Sealing if applicable
� Holy Communion if applicable 
� Act of blessing
� Greeting word / prayer / good wishes by clergyman of a

different confession if applicable
� Closing prayer / benediction

Those present answer with a single “Amen".
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Prayer service 

Liturgical celebration conducted by non-minister

Where divine services can only take place sporadically or when,
for a longer period of time, no priestly minister is able to conduct
divine services, this can be compensated by word services con-
ducted by Deacons (see “Word service", page 4).

However, if no ministers are available, non-ordained brothers
and sisters may conduct “prayer services” that follow a fixed
liturgical form. These “prayer services” are intended to ensure
that members of a congregation do not suffer through the ab-
sence of spiritual food and fellowship. For this reason, prayer
services should preferably take place in the location where 
divine services are usually conducted.

Thus a “prayer service” differs from other devotionals which are
carried out by ministers or laypersons on special occasions and
have no fixed form (see “Devotional", page 25).

If it is necessary to conduct prayer services, the Apostle or a
minister commissioned by him for this purpose can commission
(e.g. in a divine service, by phone, or by letter) a brother or sister
for this ministration for a limited period of time. 

Just like a divine service, a prayer service is open to all and
should last about 30 minutes.

Form of prayer service

If an altar is present in the place of worship, it should be pre-
pared as for a divine service, but without Holy Communion 
chalices.

The person conducting the prayer service stands or sits in front
of the altar (if present) throughout the entire prayer service. If
only a few people are present, chairs can be arranged in a circle
for the prayer service. All participants stand for prayers and
hymns.

DSG_SN_03_13_KOR_Liturgie  27.03.13  10:13  Seite 21



22

Beginning of prayer service 

If possible, a joint hymn should be sung. The prayer service
does not start with the opening Trinitarian formula, but with a
freely spoken prayer by the person conducting the prayer ser-
vice, with devotion to the Triune God as part of the prayer. The
prayer can include:  

� Praise of God 
� Thanks for protection, help, and grace granted 
� Plea for divine peace
� Plea for the strengthening of fellowship
� Plea for connection to the Apostle ministry
� Intercession for brothers and sisters who cannot be 

present 
� Plea for holiness and undisturbed peace during the 

prayer service.

A further joint hymn or choir hymn can then follow, if appropri-
ate. This is followed by the reading of a Bible text specified by
the Apostle. 

Reading of a text provided by the Apostle then follows (maxi-
mum 15 minutes). The reading of this text does not conclude
with “Amen” because it is not a sermon preached by a minister
in the context of a divine service. If references to biblical texts
are included, these should be read aloud from the Holy Scrip-
tures. A further joint hymn or choir hymn can then follow, if pos-
sible.

As part of the prayer service, participants can be given the
opportunity to express their feelings and thoughts concerning
the text that was read (about 15 minutes).

Conclusion of prayer service

The Lord’s Prayer is spoken at the end of the prayer service.
The person conducting the prayer service, as well as all other
participants, look toward the altar (if present). This is followed
by a joint hymn, if possible. The prayer service is concluded by
a freely spoken prayer which can have the following content:  
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� Thanks for word and fellowship in the prayer service
� Intercession for bearers of blessing, brothers and sisters,

those in need, and the sick
� Plea for the possibility to participate in the next divine

service / prayer service
� Plea for the shortening of the time until Christ’s return 
� Plea to be accepted upon Christ’s return
� Plea for blessing of the offerings and of those who

brought them 
� Plea for God’s blessing, protection and peace, for His

help and attendance.

The person conducting the prayer service looks toward the
congregation while praying, and concludes the prayer with
“Amen”. The congregation responds with a single “Amen”. This
is followed by a final hymn sung by the congregation or choir (if
possible).

Prayer service with receipt of Holy Communion

If it can be expected that divine services will not take place over
a longer period, and that only word services can be held by
Deacons or prayer services by non-ministers, the Apostle can
decree that “receipt of Holy Communion” can be made pos-
sible for the participants at prayer services at appropriate inter-
vals. This is applied if there are no other possibilities for the
celebration of New Apostolic Holy Communion.

Such prayer services with receipt of Holy Communion are con-
ducted based on the practice of soul-care letters. The forgive-
ness of sins and the celebration of Holy Communion are effec-
tive. In this case we primarily trust in God in His omnipotence
and grace. Furthermore, this can be found in the authority as-
signed to the Apostle ministry by Jesus Christ. The origin must
always be the Apostle who is responsible for the forgiveness of
sins and arranges this celebration of Holy Communion. 

The congregation gathered for the prayer service receives a
soul-care letter with consecrated wafers. The intended use
should be known when consecrating the wafers.
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� After praying the Lord’s Prayer together, the person con-
ducting the prayer service reads the absolution from the
soul-care letter.

� The person conducting the prayer service opens the Holy
Communion chalice in which the consecrated wafers are
found.

� He subsequently reads the words in the soul-care letter
for receipt of the wafers: “Receive in the consecrated
wafers the body and blood of Jesus which is given for
you. Amen”. The congregation answers with “Amen”.

� This is then followed by individual taking of the wafers by
the participants in the prayer service. This should clearly
indicate that the giver is the Apostle. This is then fol-
lowed by the conclusion described for a prayer service.

If the receipt of Holy Communion takes place in a word service,
it follows the same sequence.
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Appendix

Devotional

Gathering related to a particular event, but without 
liturgical form

A distinction must be made between devotionals and prayer
services. Possible occasions for devotionals could be church
holidays or social events, but also memorial days or catastro-
phes. For example, devotionals can be held on Christmas Eve,
Good Friday (hour of Christ’s death), Maundy Thursday (the
institution of Holy Communion) or Ascension Day. Devotionals
can also be used for evangelising or for fellowship with other
confessions. The devotional therefore always has a Christian
content.

A devotional has no liturgical form. It is therefore not a special
type of divine service. The presence of ministers is not neces-
sary when conducting a devotional. Its sequence is determined
by the person conducting it. A devotional is not conducted from
the altar. There is no proclamation of the word as in a divine ser-
vice, and no dispensation of Sacraments or acts of blessing.
However, a devotional begins and concludes with a prayer.
There is no opening Trinitarian formula and no benediction.

If the devotional is to be held in one of our church buildings, it
must first be approved by the rector. Its form must be in keep-
ing with the holiness of God’s house.
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